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CONPIDENTIAL MOSCOW 18002 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ICRC,PARM,UR,US 

SUBJECT: CONSULTATION ON INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 

REF: A. MOSCOW 17336 
B. STATE 246163 

1 . SOVIET MPA (TEREKHOV OP THE TREATY AND LEGAL 
DIVISION) DELIVERED ITS PORMAL REPLY ON NOVEMBER 29 
TO THE U.S. PROPOSAL POR BILATERAL CONSOLATIONS TO 
PRECEDE THE FEBRUARY CONVENING OP THE CONFERENCE ON 
INTERNATIONAL HUNAMITARIAN LAW IN GENEVA (REFTELS). 

2. THE SOVIET REPLY WELCOMES PRIOR CONSULTATIONS 
BUT ASKS THAT THEY BE HELD IN MOSCOW INSTEAD OP 
WASHINGTON AND PROPOSES JANUARY 6-7 INSTEAD OF JANUARY 
16-17. FULL TEXT OF THE SOVIET NON-PAPER POLLOWS 
(UNOPPICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION): 

3. BEGIN QUOTE: THE SOVIET SIDE HAS EXAMINED THE 
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HOLDING OF BILATERAL SOVIET-AMERICAN CONSUETATIONS ON 
QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARINA LAW IN CONNECTION 
WITH PREPARATIONS EOR THE DIPLOMATIC CONEERENCE ON 
HUMANTARIAN LAW AND CONSIDERS THAT SUCH 
CONSULATIONS WOULD BE USEEUL EOR BOTH SIDES. WE 
ALSO AGREE WITH THE PROPOSAL OP THE AMERICAN SIDE FOR 
THE AGENDA EOR THE CONSULTATIONS. CONCERNING THE PLACE 
EOR HOLDING THE CONSULTATIONS, THE SOVIET SIDE WOULD 
PREPER MOSCOW, BECUASE TO SEND A GROUP OP SOVIET 
SPECIALISTS ON QUESTIONS OP HUMANITARIAN LAW TO 
WASHINGTON IN JANUARY 1975 WOULD CAUSE US CERTAIN 
DIPFICULTIES. 

4. AT THE SAME TIME, THE SOVIET SIDE WOULD LIT E TO 
RAISE THE POSSIBILITY OP HOEDING THE CONSUTATIONS AT 
A SOMEWHAT EARLIER TIME, SAY JANUARY 6-7, IN ORDER 
THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD BE BETTER ABEE TO UTILIZE THE 
RESUETS OP THE SOVIET-AMERICAN EXCHANGE OP VIEWS IN THE 
COURSE OP LONGER PREPARATION EOR THE CONEERENCE AND, 

IN PART, IN PREPARATORY CONTACTS WITH THIRD COUNTRIES. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, THE SOVIET SIDE WOUED BE PREPARED 
TO HOLD THE SOVIET-AMERICAN CONSULTATION ON QUESTIONS 
OP HUMANITARIAN LAW IN MOSCOW IN THE PIRST TEN DAYS 
OP JANUARY AT A TIME CONVENIENT EOR THE AMERICAN SIDE, 

AND EXPRESSES THE HOPE THAT THIS SUGGESTION WILL BE 
ACCEPTABLE EOR THE AMRICAN SIDE. END QUOTE. 
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